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S A N A
A S H R A F
V I S U A L  M E R C H A N D I S E R /

D E S I G N E R

I describe myself as a highly innovative, persistent,  and resourceful individual who
loves pursuing out-of-the-box yet pragmatic design solutions.  My career has evolved
through skills gained at industry stalwarts such as IKEA and Mahindra, which I  am
eager to apply and expand upon in new environments.  Recently,  I  took a maternity
break to focus on my family,  which has further enriched my perspective and
resilience. I  am now excited to return to the professional world,  ready to bring my
refreshed energy and insights to new challenges.

H E L L O
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W O R K  E X P E R I E N C E

H i g h l y  i n n o v a t i v e  a n d  r e s o u r c e f u l  a r t  a n d  d e s i g n  t e a c h e r  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  s y s t e m a t i c  l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  a d u l t s .

E x p e r t i s e  i n  p o r t f o l i o  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  g u i d i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  c r e a t e  c o m p e l l i n g

p o r t f o l i o s  f o r  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  a n d  g r a d u a t e  p r o g r a m s  a b r o a d .

P r o v e n  t r a c k  r e c o r d  i n  n u r t u r i n g  a r t i s t i c  s k i l l s  a n d  c r e a t i v e  t h i n k i n g  t h r o u g h

s t r u c t u r e d  a n d  p r a g m a t i c  d e s i g n  s o l u t i o n s .

S k i l l e d  i n  l e v e r a g i n g  i n d u s t r y  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  e n h a n c e  t e a c h i n g  m e t h o d o l o g i e s

a n d  s t u d e n t  e n g a g e m e n t .

C o m m i t t e d  t o  f o s t e r i n g  a  s u p p o r t i v e  a n d  i n s p i r i n g  c l a s s r o o m  a t m o s p h e r e ,

e n c o u r a g i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  r e a c h  t h e i r  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l .

A R T  &  D E S I G N  T E A C H E R  ( P A R T  T I M E )

K O N S U L T  C R E A T I V E  E D U C A T I O N  |    J A N  2 0 2 1  -  D E C  2 0 2 3

Bangalore, India

P r o m o t e d  f r o m  V i s u a l  M e r c h a n d i s e r / A c t i v i t y  D e s i g n e r  t o  S h o p  V i s u a l

M e r c h a n d i s e r  i n  A p r i l  2 0 2 0  f o r  I K E A ' s  n e w  t o u c h p o i n t  a t  3 6 0  M a l l  P l a n n i n g

S t u d i o .

O p t i m i z e d  t h e  s h o p  l a y o u t  t o  c r e a t e  a  c o h e s i v e  p r o d u c t  o v e r v i e w  a n d  a

v i s u a l l y  s t r i k i n g  i m p a c t  t h a t  e n h a n c e s  t h e  c u s t o m e r  b u y i n g  p r o c e s s .

I n n o v a t e d  s m a r t  s o l u t i o n s  t o  b o o s t  s t o r e  v i t a l i t y  a c r o s s  a l l  m e d i a  b y

c o l l a b o r a t i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  c a l e n d a r ,  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  r a n g e  t o

i n s p i r e  c u s t o m e r s  a n d  i n c r e a s e  v i s i t a t i o n .

D e s i g n e d  r e l e v a n t ,  i n s p i r i n g ,  a f f o r d a b l e ,  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l l y  v i a b l e  r a n g e

p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t h a t  c a t e r e d  t o  v a r i o u s  s t y l e s  a n d  p r i c e  p o i n t s ,  e x c e e d i n g

v i s i t o r  e x p e c t a t i o n s .

C o n t i n u o u s l y  a s s e s s e d  p r o d u c t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o

f u n c t i o n a l  r e v i e w s  t o  i d e n t i f y  a r e a s  f o r  i m p r o v e m e n t .

C r e a t e d  d y n a m i c  p o p - u p  d i s p l a y s  b a s e d  o n  b r i e f s  f r o m  M a r k e t i n g  a n d

c o m m e r c i a l  c a l e n d a r  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  e v e n t s .

P l a n n e d ,  m a n a g e d ,  a n d  c o a c h e d  c o - w o r k e r s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g

p r i n c i p l e s  o f  v i s u a l  m e r c h a n d i s i n g .

S t a y e d  u p d a t e d  o n  r e t a i l  a n d  h o m e  f u r n i s h i n g  t r e n d s  t o  e n s u r e  c u t t i n g - e d g e

p r e s e n t a t i o n s .

S e l e c t e d  a s  K u w a i t ' s  R e v i t  c o u n t r y  s u p e r u s e r ,  t a k i n g  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t r a i n i n g

a n d  l a y o u t  d e s i g n .

S H O P  V I S U A L  M E R C H A N D I S E R  

I K E A  A L - H O M A I Z I  L I M I T E D  |  N O V  2 0 1 7  -  N O V  2 0 2 0

Kuwait



Store Design

Shop Window Design

Media Planning

Planograming

Commercial Activities

Graphic Design

Customer Flow

Customer Buying Behaviour  

Material Exploration

Range Presentation

Design Process

Commercial Lighting

Team Leadership

Creative Thinking

Detail  Oriented

Mentoring

C O R E  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S

COMPUTER  SKILLS

SketchUp

Revit

AutoCAD

Corel Draw 

Adobe Photoshop

Adobe Illustrator

Adobe InDesign

Microsoft Office Suite

ACHIEVEMENTS

IKEA TALENT MANAGEMENT

PROGRAM

Shortlisted for pilot program

2019

IKEA CONCEPT REVIEW ,  

3rd position Globally  

Contributed towards enhancement of

the store

2018

VM&RD Retail  Design Awards

Best Store Front

2013

IN-STORE ASIA, 1st place

VM challenge

2013

Mahindra RISE Award

“Alternative thinking” & “Accepting no

limits”

2013

TIME Awards

Visual Merchandising- Beanstalk

2013
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M a n a g e d  b u d g e t i n g ,  p l a n n i n g ,  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  f o r  n e w  ' M o m  &  M e '  a n d

' B e a n s t a l k '  s t o r e s  n a t i o n w i d e ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  d i s t i n c t  b r a n d  i d e n t i t y .

C o o r d i n a t e d  a n d  e x e c u t e d  a l l  r e t a i l  s t o r e  e l e m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p l a n o g r a m s ,

m a n n e q u i n s ,  g r a p h i c s ,  a n d  v i s u a l  m e r c h a n d i s i n g  p r o p s .

C o n d u c t e d  w e e k l y  s t o r e  v i s i t s  t o  e n s u r e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  m e r c h a n d i s i n g

p l a n s  a n d  g o a l s .

D e v e l o p e d  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  s t o r e - s p e c i f i c  m e r c h a n d i s i n g  c h a l l e n g e s ,  a d h e r i n g

t o  b r a n d  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  c o r p o r a t e  v i s u a l  g u i d e l i n e s .

A s s i s t e d  i n  t r a i n i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  p e e r s ,  s t o r e - l e v e l  s t a f f ,  a n d  m a n a g e r s .

C r e a t e d  a n d  s t y l e d  i n - s t o r e  a n d  w i n d o w  m e r c h a n d i s e  d i s p l a y s ,  i n c o r p o r a t i n g

b o t h  c u r r e n t  a n d  u p c o m i n g  s e a s o n a l  f a s h i o n  t r e n d s .

C o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t r a i n i n g  m a n u a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  v i s u a l

s t a n d a r d s  g u i d e  f o r  t h e  b r a n d s .

A c h i e v e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  m i l e s t o n e  b y  o p e n i n g  1 5  ' M o m  &  M e '  s t o r e s  a n d  1 0

' B e a n s t a l k '  s t o r e s  w i t h i n  3  m o n t h s ,  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  w i t h  v a r i o u s  v e n d o r s  a n d

r e g i o n a l  t e a m s  t o  r e a c h  a  t o t a l  o f  1 0 0  ' M o m  &  M e '  a n d  2 5  ' B e a n s t a l k '  s t o r e s

n a t i o n w i d e .

E X E C U T I V E  V I S U A L  M E R C H A N D I S E R

M A H I N D R A  R E T A I L  |    J U N E  2 0 1 2  -  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 3

Bangalore, India

Focused on driving business growth through innovative design solutions,

enhancing long-term profitability and customer engagement.

Collaborated with cross-functional teams to develop and execute strategic plans.

Created and implemented comprehensive marketing strategies to boost online

and offline brand visibility.

Led the company's CSR initiatives,  including the 'Art for a Cause' project,

promoting art education for underprivileged communities.

Designed all  visual communication and marketing materials for both web and

print media.

Developed educational content and supported course development and

management.

Advised students pursuing creative careers,  fostering innovation and helping

them build unique, personalized portfolios.

Organized corporate workshops in partnership with industry leaders such as

McKinsey, Times of India,  and Shell  etc.

H E A D -  D E S I G N  A N D  C O M M U N I C A T I O N

K O N S U L T  A R T  &  D E S I G N  A C A D E M Y  |    S E P T  2 0 1 3  -  M A Y  2 0 1 7

Bangalore, India


